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SUPPORTING STUDENTS 
Athletics are BACK! 

Following a challenging year, athletics are back at Cuyamaca College. Our student athletes 

are tested weekly and follow all the protocols to stay healthy and safe. They are excited to 

once again compete on behalf of Cuyamaca College. We hope you may be interested in 

attending a home event of your interest. The schedule for September and October is below.  

 

Cross Country 

Friday, October 1: SD Mesa Invite at NTC Park (Liberty Station) 

Friday, October 22: Pacific Coast Conference Championships at NTC Park (Liberty Station) 

 

Women’s Golf 

Monday, October 11: Singing Hills Golf Resort at Sycuan  

 

Men’s Soccer 

Friday, September 24 at 4 p.m.: Pasadena College at Cuyamaca College 

Tuesday, September 28 at 3 p.m.: San Diego City College at Cuyamaca College 

Friday, October 1 at 3 p.m.: Imperial Valley College at Cuyamaca College 

Tuesday, October 5 at 3 p.m.: Palomar College at Cuyamaca College 

Tuesday, October 12 at 3 p.m.: San Diego Mesa College at Cuyamaca College 

Friday, October 15 at 3 p.m.: Mira Costa College at Cuyamaca College 
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SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY 
East Region Graduation Ceremony at Water Conservation Garden 

On August 11, 2021 the San Diego County Office of Education celebrated graduation for 

students enrolled at the Juvenile Court and Community Schools (JCCS). It is a fully 

accredited educational program for school-age youth who are either wards of the court or 

have been referred by social services, probation, or one of 

the 42 school districts in San Diego County. Students may 

be incarcerated, pregnant or parenting, in foster care, 

expelled, chronically truant, in drug treatment centers and 

group homes for neglected or abused children, and 

experiencing homelessness.  

 

Cuyamaca College (interim) Vice President of Instruction 

Alicia Munoz is photographed with Leslie, a student at La 

Mesa Community School, who took some of her classes at 

Cuyamaca College. 

 

Director of Facilities Named to Encuentros Leadership Board 

Cuyamaca College Director of Facilities, Maintenance and 

Operations, Francisco Gonzalez will serve as the secretary 

for the Encuentros Leadership Board. Gonzalez was 

appointed at the board meeting on July 29, 2021 and will 

serve the San Diego region. 

 

Cuyamaca College has a history of partnership with 

Encuentros Leadership, providing engaging events and 

support to regional Latino(a) students.  

 

Encuentros is a nonprofit 501(c) (3) that is governed by a 

community Board of Directors. Since its inception, effective 

partnerships have been developed with local education leaders in K-16, business, corporate 

and civic leaders. Encuentros continues to work as a purposeful voice and mindful advocate 

for young Latino males. 
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College is For Me: Partnership with Cajon Valley Middle School 

Cuyamaca College has partnered with Cajon Valley 

Middle School on a new program called College is for 

Me. The program aims to get middle schoolers excited 

about higher education by introducing them early to 

college campuses and courses.  

 

While Cajon Valley’s Assistant Principal Vidalia 

Resendes was doing her doctoral research, she learned 

that children begin to feel disengaged from education 

around middle school. Knowing that, Resendes took the 

idea of College is for Me to her superintendent, Dr. 

David Miyashiro, who reached out to Cuyamaca College President, Dr. Julianna Barnes.  

 

The idea was enthusiastically received by all, and the program began in summer 2021. 

Students in Cajon Valley’s Camp Cajon summer program were members of the inaugural 

College is for Me. About twenty students participated in a three-week-long sociology course 

at Cuyamaca College.  

 

“Community” College 

Resendes says the decision to partner with Cuyamaca 

was deliberate. Many students do not pursue higher 

education because of the cost. “We need to do a 

better job of letting them know that community college 

is free,” said Resendes.  

 

Choosing a community college also provided the 

space and expertise to build the confidence of the 

participating students. Like many of the students at Cajon Valley, Resendes is an immigrant 

and found herself struggling in high school. She credits her community college faculty with 

helping her to build the confidence necessary for her to be academically successful. “To give 

the feeling that ‘I belong here’ really transforms the four-year experience,” said Resendes.  
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Establishing a familiarity with Cuyamaca College in middle school will provide students with a 

connection to the college and the confidence to engage higher education when the time 

comes. “If you pass a college course at 12, then you can pass one at 18,” Resendes says. It 

has become the motto of the program.  

 

College Bound 

Prior to the course beginning, Resendes asked a couple of 

students if they planned on going to college. At that time, 

they responded with uncertainty. After participating in 

College is for Me, the students decided that college was in 

fact for them.  

 

“I think that’s our goal. It’s to get them to turn around and 

say, ‘I can do it, I want to do it.”   

 

East County Education and Workforce Partnership Highlighted 

On August 10, 2021, President Barnes joined Andy Hall (San Diego Workforce Partnership), 

Dr. David Miyashiro (Superintendent, Cajon Valley Union School District), and Bill Wells 

(Mayor of El Cajon) on a panel at the ASU+ GSV Summit in Downtown, San Diego. Started in 

2010 with a collaboration between Arizona State University (ASU) and Global Silicon Valley 

(GSV), the annual ASU+ GSV Summit connects leading minds focused on transforming 

society and business around learning and 

work. Their north star is that all people have 

equal access to the future.  

 

The panel discussion focused on the 

imperative of strengthening regional 

partnerships between education and 

workforce systems with a focus on efforts 

underway in East County. 
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ALUMNI PROFILE 
Karrengton Fountain: Focus and Persistence 
 
Focus on the Goal 

Growing up in San Diego, Karrengton Fountain recalls 

being passionate about math and science since she was a 

little girl. Those skills along with her care for the 

environment are what led her to environmental 

engineering, specifically water and wastewater treatment. 

  

Fountain graduated from Patrick Henry High School in San 

Diego. Since her senior year, her dream school has been 

UC Riverside to which she was unfortunately denied 

admission. Instead of settling for another school, she 

decided to attend Cuyamaca and get the grades she 

needed to get into her dream school. 

  

That goal was ultimately accomplished when Fountain transferred to UC Riverside in Fall of 

2020. 

  

UMOJA 

One thing that attracted Fountain to UC Riverside was the fact that they have a UMOJA 

program which she was a part her time at Cuyamaca. When her aunt, Dean of Counseling 

Services Nicole Jones, told her about UMOJA, she decided to look into it. 

  

“It was such a good time,” Fountain said with a bright smile on her face. At UMOJA, she had 

the opportunity to attend leadership enhancement trips such as college fairs, connecting with 

professionals in her field of interest, and visiting Historically Black Colleges/Universities 

(HBCU). 

  

Most of her classmates from Patrick Henry went on to attend Grossmont College, so Fountain 

didn’t know anyone attending Cuyamaca. “It (UMOJA) was a really good introduction into 

Cuyamaca and it helped me get a feeling of community,” said Fountain. It was at UMOJA that 
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Fountain made a few close friends, one of whom is even assigned to be her roommate this 

year at UC Riverside. 

  

“I wouldn’t have had such an amazing time at Cuyamaca if I wasn’t in that club,” said 

Fountain. 

  

Career Plans 

Fountain believes society needs more people to fight for those who face environmental 

injustices and racism. She plans to take that belief with her throughout her career and apply it 

appropriately. She’s not exactly sure what that will look like, but she knows for sure that she 

will be an advocate against environmental injustice. 

  

After graduation from UC Riverside, Fountain says she would like to move to Texas where 

there are a lot of environmental engineering and graduate school opportunities. As a 

California native who spent her whole life in the state, she says she is ready for a change. “I 

like the environment and how it’s different from what I’m used to. I feel like I’m just ready to 

get out of my comfort zone a little bit,” she said.  

  

Currently, Fountain is interning at Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District where she says 

she is very happy. 
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INSTITUTIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Cuyamaca College Featured for Streamlining Math Pathway 

Just Equations’ latest report, Solving for Equity in Practice: New Insights on Advancing 

College Math Opportunity and Success, explores how college and university professionals 

analyze and address the equity implications of redesigned math pathways to ensure all 

students can access relevant college-level math courses. Cuyamaca College is one of six 

California postsecondary institutions demonstrating momentum in math reform.  

 

Based upon interviews with faculty and students, the article focuses on colleges that have 

made significant headway in replacing remedial prerequisites with corequisite courses and 

other forms of concurrent support so that students have access to college-level math courses 

aligned with their majors.   

 

Solving for Equity in Practice builds on a previous report Solving for Equity, which provided 

strategies for colleges to ensure the implementation of equitable math requirements. 

 

Cuyamaca Math Chair Pens Blog on Student Readiness 

The Center for Analysis of Postsecondary Readiness (CAPR) asked Cuyamaca College math 

chair Tammi Marshall to write a blog about the use of alternative measures to place students 

into math. The blog acknowledges that the structure of testing and placement is based on the 

idea that one test tells us whether students are ready for college-level courses. However, 

Marshall suggests, “The reality is that students are ready. If only people would recognized 

that it is the structure and system that are broken, not the students we serve.” 

 

The blog is available online, Students are Ready. We Need to Recognize It. 

 

Center for Water Studies Featured in AWWA Newsletter 

The American Water Works Association’s (AWWA) Cal/Nevada online newsletter, Tapped In, 

featured the Center for Water Studies. In a video featuring Sue Mossberg, the executive 

director of AWWA Cal/Nevada section, she recognizes the Center as an important 

educational catalyst for her success. The Cal/Nevada Section is the largest and a highly 

regarded section of AWWA nationwide. 

https://justequations.org/resource/solving-for-equity-in-practice-report-main/
https://justequations.org/resource/solving-for-equity-in-practice-report-main/
https://justequations.org/resource/solving-for-equity-design-and-implementation-of-new-postsecondary-math-pathways/
https://postsecondaryreadiness.org/equity-placement-tests-multiple-measures/
https://vimeopro.com/roncookmedia/san-diego-water-stories/video/584336485
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